But...Do You Not Know?

It is always interesting how individuals can read the word of God and come away
with confidence in their own understanding? Well, it happens. Nevertheless, let us
consider what the scriptures say: 1) that which is in bold reveals the claims of the
false teachers 2) the passages which follow reveal what the Holy Spirit says.

Peter, do you not know man is saved without works? “seeing that his divine power
hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that called us by his own glory and virtue; whereby he hath granted
unto us his precious and exceeding great promises; that through these ye may become
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world
by lust. Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith
supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge; and in your knowledge self-control; and
in your self-control patience; and in your patience godliness; and in your godliness
brotherly kindness; and in your brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours
and abound, they make you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. For he that lacketh these things is blind, seeing only what is near,
having forgotten the cleansing from his old sins. Wherefore, brethren, give the more
diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall
never stumble: for thus shall be richly supplied unto you the entrance into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:3-11).

Paul, do you not know man is saved apart from works? “For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that
we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). “So then, my beloved, even as ye have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it 1s God who worketh in you both to
will and to work, for his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12-13). “But I say, Walk by the Spirit,
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” (Gal. 5:16). “And God is able to make all
grace abound unto you; that ye, having always all sufficiency in everything, may
abound unto every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). “declared both to them of Damascus first
and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the country of Judaea, and also to the Gentiles,



that they should repent and turn to God, doing works worthy of repentance” (Acts
26:20) “And I do all things for the gospel's sake, that I may be a joint partaker
thereof. Know ye not that they that run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize?
Even so run; that ye may attain. And every man that striveth in the games exerciseth
self-control in all things. Now they do it to receive a corruptible crown; but we an
incorruptible. I therefore so run, as not uncertainly; so fight I, as not beating the
air: but I buffet my body, and bring it into bondage: lest by any means, after that I
have preached to others, I myself should be rejected” (1 Cor. 9:23-27).

James, do you not know man is saved by faith only? “Even so faith, if it have not
works, is dead in itself. Yea, a man will say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show
me thy faith apart from thy works, and I by my works will show thee my faith. Thou
believest that God 1s one; thou doest well: the demons also believe, and shudder. But
wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith apart from works is barren? Was not Abraham
our father justified by works, in that he offered up Isaac his son upon the altar? Thou
seest that faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect; and the
scripture was fulfilled which saith, And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned
unto him for righteousness; and he was called the friend of God. Ye see that by works
a man is justified, and not only by faith. And in like manner was not also Rahab the
harlot justified by works, in that she received the messengers, and sent them out
another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from
works 1s dead.” (Jam. 2:17-26).

Jesus, do you not remember that salvation is free? “Not everyone that saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do many
mighty works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity” (Matt. 7:21-23); “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide
in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love™
(Jn. 15:10); “but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
acceptable to him” (Acts 10:35);



Jesus, the Apostles and the Prophets, did they not know that man cannot fall
away?

Jesus: “And those on the rock are they who, when they have heard, receive the
word with joy; and these have no root, who for a while believe, and in time of
temptation fall away” (Lk. 8:13).

Paul: “But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some shall fall away

from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons,” (1 Tim.
4:1).

Peter: “But there arose false prophets also among the people, as among you
also there shall be false teachers, who shall privily bring in destructive heresies,
denying even the Master that bought them, bringing upon themselves swift
destruction. And many shall follow their lascivious doings; by reason of whom
the way of the truth shall be evil spoken of” (2 Pet. 2:1-2); “For if, after they
have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and overcome, the
last state is become worse with them than the first. For it were better for them
not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing it, to turn back
from the holy commandment delivered unto them. It has happened unto them
according to the true proverb, The dog turning to his own vomit again, and the
sow that had washed to wallowing in the mire.” 2 Pet. 2:20-22).

Hebrew Prophet: “For as touching those who were once enlightened and tasted
of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted the
good word of God, and the powers of the age to come, and then fell away, it is
impossible to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. For the land
which hath drunk the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet
for them for whose sake it is also tilled, receiveth blessing from God: but if it
beareth thorns and thistles, it is rejected and nigh unto a curse; whose end is to

be burned. ” (Heb. 6:4-8).



